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ALBANY — Control of the state Sen-
ate could come down to a few thousand
paper ballots in Ulster County, as
counting in tightly contested Senate
districts entered the final stretchMon-
day.

Ulsterwasthe lastof fivecounties to
begin tallying absentee and affidavit
ballots in the sprawling 46th district,
where Republican Assemblyman
GeorgeAmedore’s lead overDemocrat
Cecilia Tkaczyk was down to 745 votes
as of Monday evening.

Elections officials began counting
the 4,300 remaining ballots Monday
morning. By the evening, about 3,000
were left. Amedore opened the day
ahead by 920 votes.

The winner will represent the far-
reaching district, which stretcheswest
to Montgomery County and east to Ul-
ster. The outcome, however, will reso-
nate statewide, potentially deciding
which party controls the state Legisla-
ture’s upper chamber — along with all
of the perks and legislative benefits
that come with it.

“We’reveryconfident thatAmedore
is going to win, and we think that when
we get done, we’ll have a real good in-
dication that George Amedore is going
to be elected the next senator,”
Sen. Thomas Libous, R-Binghamton,
said on WGDJ-AM. Libous heads his
conference’s election efforts.

A win by Amedore would give Re-
publicans the 32 votes necessary for a
majority in the 63-seat Senate, buoyed
by support from Senator-elect Simcha
Felder, a BrooklynDemocrat, who said
he will vote with Republicans. If Tkac-
zykcomesouton top,Democratswould
have to reconvene with the four-mem-
ber Independent Democratic Confer-
ence — a caucus of Democrats who
broke from their main party confer-
ence last year — to take control.

The GOP currently has a 32-29 edge
in the Senate, with an additional seat
added to the chamber next year. A con-
ference must have a majority of votes
to install a leader for the chamber, who

See SENATE, Page 5A

2 Senate
races
still not
decided
Control of N.Y.
chamber at stake

By Jon Campbell
jcampbell1@gannett.com

WASHINGTON—New York is request-
ing $41.9 billion in federal aid to repair
damage caused by Superstorm Sandy
and to prevent similar damage in the fu-
ture, Gov. Andrew Cuomo announced
Monday.

Cuomo’s announcement came three
days after New JerseyGov. Chris Chris-
tie released his initial $29.4 billion esti-
mate of the damage done to his state.

Their combined $71.3 billion in re-
quests comes as Congress reconvenes
this week for a lame-duck session in
which lawmakers are negotiating how to
avoid the “fiscal cliff” of across-the-
board spending cuts and tax increases
set to take effect Jan. 1.

New York Democratic Sens. Chuck
SchumerandKirstenGillibrandpledged
Monday to quickly pursue a supplemen-
tal spending bill to finance the recon-
struction, despite the difficult political
environment.

“Make no mistake, this will not be an
easytask,particularlygiventhe impend-
ing fiscal cliff and a Congress that has
beenmuchlessfriendlytodisasterrelief
than in the past,” Schumer said. “This
will be an effort that lasts notweeks, but
many months.”

Democratic Rep. Nita Lowey, of Har-
rison, a seniormember of theHouse Ap-
propriations Committee, said she and
other members of the New York delega-
tion have been in touch with the White
House Office of Management and Bud-

get to ask the administration to initiate a
disaster aid request to Congress as soon
as this week.

“We suggested that the governor
work closely with the governor of New
Jersey,” Lowey said, adding that the
members of Congress stressed the im-
portance ofmaking the request formon-
ey a bipartisan effort.

Gillibrand expects a united effort by
New York officials.

New York seeking $41.9 billion in Sandy aid
By Brian Tumulty
btumulty@gannett.com

See SANDY, Page 4A

ITHACA—New test results show that lead
has contaminated parts of the Ithaca Falls
Overlook site onLakeStreet thatwereprevi-
ously considered free of the toxic metal, ac-
cording to the city.

Officials from the U.S. Environmental
Protection Agency said three 25-foot-wide
sections of lead-contaminated soilwere orig-
inally cleaned up in 2002. However, the lead
migrated from uncleaned uphill sections ad-
jacent to the former Ithaca Gun factory site,
again contaminating theparcels, accordinga
preliminary report on environmental con-
tamination at the site.

“From what we understand, the lead has
not migrated off site or down into the gorge
area or places where the public has access,
but we have initial evidence that there has
been recontamination of areas that were
cleaned and vacuumed by the EPA,” said
Nels Bohn, the director of community devel-
opment for the Ithaca Urban Renewal
Agency.

The lead is between the now-demolished
Ithaca Gun Factory and the parking lot for
Gun Hill Residences. Lead concentrations
were found at 10,000 parts per million in re-
cent soil tests, according to Bohn, though
some soils hold lower levels.

Bohn said the lead contamination extends
several feet underground in some areas.
Lead-contaminated soil was expected, Bohn
said, but the area of contaminated ground
was expected to be smaller.

The soil testing comes with a complete

EPA: Three sites recontaminated with lead after cleanups

By Andrew Casler
acasler@gannett.com

See GUN HILL, Page 5A

Lead pellets sit in a depression just below the site of
the former Ithaca Gun factory. It was found in 2006
when The Ithaca Journal and Walter Hang, of Toxics
Targeting, tested soil samples. FILE PHOTO

The northern half of the polluted former Ithaca Gun factory site overlooks Ithaca High School, center, and Cayuga Lake in the
distance. SIMONWHEELER / STAFF PHOTO

Another Gun Hill
HEADACHE

‘From what we understand, the lead

has not migrated off site or down

into the gorge area or places where

the public has access ...’

NELS BOHN
Director of community development for the Ithaca

Urban Renewal Agency
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HORIZONVILLAGES
Smart living for active adults 55 years and older

Office located at One Leslie Lane, Ithaca, NY • 607-257-6059

www.HORIZONVILLAGES.com
For more information, email: ccima@aol.com or visit our website at:

Ranch style floor plans include two bedrooms, two full baths, living
room with fireplace, lavish eat-in-kitchen, skylight, full basement and
attached garage. All interior and exterior maintenance is taken care
of twenty-four hours a day. Forty-two residences nestled in one of
Ithaca's most prestigious communities, The Horizons. Located one
mile from The Shops at Ithaca Mall. Summers offer residents a day
of tennis or relaxing by the pool at the private Horizon's Pool and
Tennis Club.

r
a
o
I
m
o
T

NY-0000633844

BEST SERVICE...
BEST PRICES...
SIMPLY THE BEST !!!

w/Tire Rotation
(most cars)

up to 6 qts. standard 5w30
Standard Oil filter

OIL/FILTER CHANGE
$1795 $1050

NY INSPECTIONS

GIFT
CERTIFICATES
AVAILABLE

THE GIFT THAT
GIVES FOR YEARS

Any amount available.
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CONTEMPORARY TRENDS
121 N. Aurora St, Downtown Ithica 273-5142

www.contemporarytrends.com • Monday-Saturday 10-6 & Sunday 12-5

It’s easy to give yourself or someone else, the gift of ultimate
comfort this season

From now until
January 14th, take

$200 off
any

Stressless
recliner

when you donate
$50 to

Hospicare of Ithica.

Or take $400 off select
Wing and Eagle recliner
when you donate to

Hospicare.

NY-0000638221

The Ulysses Histori-
cal Society will host an
open house from
noon to 4 p.m.
Dec. 8. Evening
bags, jewelry and
hair trims made
from vintage
black jet and
glass beads by
Alice Holtkamp
will be on sale.

Holtkamp
creates accesso-
ries with rem-
nants from dis-
carded clothing.
Jet is a coal
product that became
popular during the Victo-
rian era. Black beads
remained popular during
the 20th century.

Santa will pay a visit,

and a new exhibit titled
“Baby, It’s Cold Outside”

will be featured. Hot
Russian tea and
baked goods will be
offered. June Ploss
and Helen Schmidt
will entertain with
Christmas music on
the pump organ, and
Art Goodell will set
up his popular Lion-
el train.

The open house
will be the last
event of the season.
The museum, at
39 South St. in Tru-

mansburg, will reopen in
April.

Baptist church open

Calvary Baptist

Church, at 5 Bradley St.
in Trumansburg, will
host the following events
this weekend. Both free
to the public. For more
information on either,
call the church at 387-
9567 or visit calvaryt-
burg.org.

» An evening of free
child care will be offered
from 5 to 9 p.m. Satur-
day. Children will enjoy
games, crafts and movies
as well as dinner and
snacks. Reserve your
space by calling
387-9567, or just show up.
This event is a great
opportunity for parents
and caregivers to have a
night out.

» A kids’ Christmas
party is scheduled for

6 p.m. Sunday. The
church’s youth group will
perform Christmas
songs. Following that,
there’s a Christmas car-
nival with games, prizes,
food and gifts.

Contra dance

The Trumansburg
Conservatory of Fine
Arts will host a contra
dance with live music
and calling by the Con-
tradictions from 2 to
5 p.m. Sunday.

All ages are welcome,
and all dances will be
taught. Admission is $10;
those age 13 and younger
will be admitted for free.
The conservatory is on
the corner of Congress

andMcLallen streets in
Trumansburg. For more
information, call
387-5939.

Model UN
fundraiser

The Charles O. Dick-
erson High School Model
UN Club will sell meat
and vegetarian chili dur-
ing the winter festival to
raise funds. They will be
in front of NAPA Auto
Parts on Main Street
from 5:30 to 7:30 p.m.
Dec. 7. They also will be
offering Trumansburg
scarves.

All proceeds will go
toward the students’
participation in regional
Model UN conferences

held throughout the year.
The symposiums are a
great way for teens to
learn more about the
global society and meet
other young people who
share their interest in
world events.

If you aren’t able to
attend the winter festival
but would like to make a
donation to the club or
learn more about their
activities, contact club
adviser Rosa Fernandez-
Sopena at 387-7551 or
rfraser@tburg.k12.ny.us.

Ulysses Town Talk ap-
pears every Tuesday.
Submit items to Carissa
Mann Parlato at 592-
7904; or ulyssestown-
talk@yahoo.com.

Historical Society open house closes season

CARISSA
MANN

PARLATO
Ulysses

Town Talk

investigation on environ-
mental contamination at
the site, with water-moni-
toring wells, wildlife and
soil vapor also getting
tested.

A history of
contamination

The contamination re-
mains after more than a
decade spent attempting
to remediate a century’s
worth of industrial pollu-
tion left by the now-de-
molished factory. The
study site was owned by
the now-closed Ithaca
Gun Company from 1885
to 1986.

The latest discovery is
at least the second in the
last six years that pro-
voked pledges by public
officials that the site will
be cleaned up.

After a lead cleanup
was completed in 2004,
The Ithaca Journal and
Toxics Targeting, of Itha-
ca, obtained soil samples
at the site in 2006. Tests
showed levels of lead con-

tamination

Both concentrations
were well above federal
and state guidelines. The
lead in concentrations
was 460 times higher than
the 2004 cleanup goal set
bytheEPA.Arsenic levels
were almost 300 times
higher than state soil
clean-up objectives. Lev-
els of cadmium and chro-
mium also exceeded the
standard.

Following that 2006 re-
port, city,countyandstate
officials pledged to clean
up the contamination to
prevent it from spreading
elsewhere on the site.

The one-acre overlook
site was purchased by the
City of Ithaca in March
2000, when on-site pollu-
tionwas thought to be less
extensive.

Significant aid

Industrial pollution
from the gun factory has
drawn mountains of cash
in grants.

After $4.8 million was
spent toward cleaning the

site in 2004, New York
state in 2008 awarded a
$2.3million grant to aid in
the demolition and rede-
velopment of the old fac-
tory site.

Also in 2008, the state
awarded the City of Itha-
ca $702,000 toward fur-
ther cleaning.

Now, the city is looking
to obtain an EPA Brown-
field Cleanup Grant for
remediation. The grant
application deadline is
Monday.

Though barium, asbe-
stos and PCB have been
discovered at the site,
lead, in the form of dust
and pellets, is the pollut-
ant of greatest concern,
according to Bohn.

“We think by spring,
we’re going to have very
full information about the
investigation,” Bohn said.
“We’ll be able to develop
an alternative and look at
a comprehensive remedi-
ation strategy.”

During a November
Common Council meet-
ing, City of Ithaca Alder-
person Cynthia Brock
said costs to fully remedi-
ate the site could range
from $1 million to $5 mil-
lion.

Gun Hill
Continued from Page 1A

controls which bills are
brought to the floor for a
vote.

Counting in the 46th
district is expected to last
into Wednesday. A state
judge on Monday pushed
back a courtroom meet-
ing between the two sides
that had initially been set
for Wednesday, citing the
ongoing count.

If either Democrats or
Republicans have doubts
about controlling the
chamber, neither showed
it Monday. Queens
Sen.Michael Gianaris, Li-
bous’ Democratic
counterpart, again ex-
pressed confidence Mon-
day thatTkaczyk, a school
boardmember inDuanes-
burg, Schenectady Coun-

ty, would win. Tkaczyk
pulled in more than 60
percent of the vote at the
ballot box in Democrat-
heavy Ulster County.

Gianaris warned, how-
ever, that the race would
likely head to the court-
room.He pointed to about
400 or so ballots that have
been contested by one
party or the other prior to
Ulster’s counting.

An additional 120 ab-
sentee ballots and 500 af-
fidavit ballots were chal-
lenged by Monday eve-
ning, according to Demo-
crats.

After tallying is com-
pleted,a judgewillmakea
decision on whether the
contested ballots will be
counted.

“I think everyone, in-
cluding the Republicans,
believe that themargin of
victory will be less than
400 after Ulster is done,”

Gianaris said on WGDJ.
“Wewon’t have a final de-
cision until those object-
ed-to ballots get before (a
judge) and he makes his
decision on them.”

Meanwhile, ballot
counting resumed Mon-
day in the mid-Hudson
Valley,where longtime in-
cumbent Sen. Stephen Sa-
land, R-Poughkeepsie,
finished the day down
1,701 votes to Democratic
challenger Terry Gipson,
a Rhinebeck trustee.

Much of the district re-
mains to be counted.
Counting in the district’s
three Putnam County
towns — Kent, Putnam
ValleyandPhillipstown—
wrapped up last week.

Gianaris said there is
“virtually no possibility
that Senator Saland can
make a comeback in that
district.” Libous, howev-
er,declinedtoconcedethe

seat, though he acknowl-
edged it is a “challenging”
situation from which to
come back.

Still unresolvedare the
final plans of the four
members of the Indepen-
dent Democratic Confer-
ence. Sen. Jeff Klein,
D-Bronx, has said he
wants the splinter caucus
to remain a “permanent”
part of theSenate, andhas

spoken positively about a
“coalition government.”

In an op-ed lastweek in
The Journal News, West-
chester County, Klein
wrote in favor of “pro-
gressive issues,” such as
an increase in the state’s
current $7.25-an-hour
minimum wage — a pro-
posal blocked by the Sen-
ate GOP last year.

Gianaris said “any con-

versationswemayormay
notbehaving”with the In-
dependent Democrats
“will appropriately be
kept private.”

“If there are somemis-
guided Democrats that
cross the aisle and head
over the other way, then
that’s on them,” he said.
“There’s nothing we can
do.Peoplemake their own
decisions.”

Senate
Continued from Page 1A

as high as
184,000 parts per million.
Arsenic was found in con-
centrations of 2,210 parts
per million.
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