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Selected Drinking Water Well Investigations Conducted by CCDOH Potentially Impacted by Gas and Oil Well Activity 
Abbreviations: petro=petroleum by-products; 503.1=VOCs; Cl=chloride; IOC=primary drinking water inorganics;  

Complaint & Investigation Information Well Information
Township Complaint Date Complaint Investigation Date Water Sampled Analyses Results Conclusion Type Year Drilled Depth Depth to Rock Comments

Poland Nov-1983

Methane gas in 
water well and 
house 11/83-5/84 yes

petro,503.1, 
methane - 
numerous 
times high methane Methane contamination 

Problem reportedly impacted 12 
homes in area; Short residence 
was worst. This is a very large file 
containing several consultant 
reports and a report by Dr. 
Harrison, hydrogeologist. 
Homeowner contacted 
NYDEC,Local, State and Federal 
representatives. Many Public 
meetings held. Methane tests show 
National Fuel lines are not the 
source of problem.  Soil around 
house and in basement and well 
casing was vented to resolve 
problem. Data showed no 
abnormal levels for parameters 
tested except methane.  

Sherman 4/25/1986

Salty taste in well 
water possible gas 
well contamination 5/9/1986 yes

Ca, Na, TDS, 
Cl,petro,503.1
,Fe/Mn

Ca-72mg/L, Na-
840mg/L, TDS-
2613mg/L, Cl-
1270mg/L well impacted by brine

No recommendation given to the 
homeowner about what to do with 
well water

Harmony 7/29/1987

Gas/Oil in water due 
to neighbors gas 
well 8/5/1987 yes

petro,503.1,b
act

Low levels of 
hydrocarbon 
contamination

Not safe for water 
consumption

Low levels of hydrocarbon 
contamination, not recommended 
for human consumption

Westfield 8/3/1987
Having problems 
with water 8/6/1987 yes

petro,503.1, 
TDS's and 
chlorides

Na-2140mg/L,Ca-
620mg/L, TOC's-
8675mgL, Cl-
5250mg/L well impacted by brine

Advised not to use water - 
recommended that they contact the 
NYSDEC for further advice

Pomfret 5/19/2003

Unusual taste 
suddently appeared 
in tap water 1/22/2003 yes

Pb, NO3, 
NO2, Bact, 
Chlorides

all good except 
chlorides-
5,670mg/l well impacted by brine

Only source of Cl- in area are gas 
wells located upgrade ~750 ft; 
water well drilled into bedrock

Ellery 8/11/2006
New well has stong 
odor and bad taste 7/20/2006 yes

petro,VOC,S
OC,IOC, 
PCBs,Chlorid
es, metals

Cl:2550-3140mg/l, 
Ba:4.4-5.2mg/l, 
TDS:3290-
4280mg/l, Na:1070-
1200mg/l

well impacted by brine; 
odor is H2S drilled 2006 100 46.5

Extensive testing and chemical 
fingerprinting completed that 
shows well is contaminated with 
brine.

Hanover 5/11/2007

Contaminants in 
water including 
methane causing 
skin iritation/rash yes

Chloride,Na, 
TDS,

Cl-800mg/l, Na-
50mg/l, TDS-
1600mg/l well impacted by brine

Tested and investigated by 
Diefenbach Water Systems
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Complaint & Investigation Information Well Information
Township Complaint Date Complaint Investigation Date Water Sampled Analyses Results Conclusion Type Year Drilled Depth Depth to Rock Comments

Kiantone 5/14/2007

Possible Gas well 
contamination in 
water well.Sample 
taken before and 
after gas well 5/14/2007, 1/9/2008 yes

pH, Hardness, 
TDS, Bact, Cl, 
Methane/Etha
ne

Levels for all 
parameters tested 
increased after 
gas well was 
drilled Gas well impact drilled 2/2/2005 85

Contact the gas drilling company 
for additional samples

Poland 8/8/2008 Gas in water 8/8/2008 no Methane contamination drilled 1967

Presence of gas bubbles in the 
water.  Referring complaint to the 
NY Dept. of Conservation Mineral 
Resource Division for further 
investigation

Clymer 1/13/1986 Brine in well 2/5/1986 yes
Chloride and 
Ioc's

Positive for 
chloride,calcium, 
sodium and 
Hardness, 

well possibly impacted 
by brine

Barium, Hardness and Chloride 
levels (very high 968mg/L)  all 
exceed NY State MCL's 

Chautauqua 6/2/1986

Salty taste to water 
possible due to local 
gas drilling 6/2/1986 yes chloride,Ioc's

Cl-309mg/L,Ca-
66mg/L,TDS's-
744mg/L

well possibly impacted 
by brine drilled 1976 106

Cl and other IOC's very high which 
exceed NY State MCL's

Ripley 6/25/1987

Problems with salt 
and sulphur in water 
well 7/13/1987 yes

Ca, Na, TDS, 
Cl

Bacteria levels 
high, Cl-
244mg/L,TDS-
575mg/L,Na-
200mg/L, Ca-
9.7mg/L

well possibly impacted 
by brine

Bacteriological sample was 
unsatisfactory(disinfection of well 
recommended), TDS slightly over 
recommended levels, Na and Cl- 
high, Treatment reccommendations 
given to homeowner. 

Gerry 2/17/2004
Unusual taste in tap 
water 2/17/2004 yes

Na, Fe, Mn, 
Ba, Chlorides

all good except 
chlorides-
1,880mg/l

well impacted by brine 
or raod salt need water well info

Hanover 5/11/2007

Possible Gas well 
contamination in 
water well. Water 
causing skin irritation 
and burning yes TDS, Cl, Na

TDS-1200-
1600mg/L, Cl-
800mg/L, Na-
500mg/L

well possibly impacted 
by brine

RO is the only way to remove Na 
and Cl from water

Ellicott 5/18/1984 Gas in water 5/18/1986 yes

chloride,turbid
ity, bact, 
methane

positive for 
chloride and 
methane inconclusive drilled 113

Water tested in May and Nov. Both 
times chloride levels were above 
MCL ( 412 and 396)

Ellicott 11/18/1983

Possible Gas well 
contamination in 
water well 11/18/1983 yes petro,503.1

negative for 
parameters tested inconclusive

Advised to contact NYDEC for 
further investigation

Ellington 5/29/1984
Methane gas in 
water 5/29/1984 yes petro,503.1

negative for 
parameters tested inconclusive drilled 1960 113

No abnormal levels for parameters 
tested

Harmony 11/30/1984
Brine spreading on 
Stevens Road no inconclusive

Letter of concern written to 
NYDEC(Robert Wozniak) on 
11/30/84.  Respond by saying any 
complaints must be directed to the 
Town Of Harmony

Carroll 7/16/1985

Possible Gas well 
contamination in 
water well no inconclusive No investigation on this complaint
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Complaint & Investigation Information Well Information
Township Complaint Date Complaint Investigation Date Water Sampled Analyses Results Conclusion Type Year Drilled Depth Depth to Rock Comments

Cherry Creek 12/9/1985 gas in water 12/9/1985 yes Ioc's
negative for 
parameters tested inconclusive

No abnormal levels for parameters 
tested

Ellery 1/30/1986

Cloudy water that 
tastes like gas which 
burns his mouth 11/30/1986 yes petro,503.1

negative for 
parameters tested inconclusive

No abnormal levels for parameters 
tested

Hanover 2/4/1986
Methane gas in 
water 2/4/1986 no None

No water test, no conclusions, no 
answers

Cherry Creek 2/7/1986
Taste and oder 
problems 2/10/1986 yes petro,503.1

negative for 
parameters tested inconclusive

No abnormal levels for parameters 
tested

Ripley 2/11/1986

Oder in well water, 
possible gas well 
contamination 2/25/1986 yes bact

negative for 
parameters tested inconclusive drilled 42

No abnormal levels for parameters 
tested

Sheridan 2/21/1986

Drinking water 
contamination from 
local gas well drilling 2/25/1986 yes bact

Bacteria levels 
high inconclusive Disinfection need of well

Stockton 5/7/1986
Gas oder and taste 
from well water 6/9/1987 yes bact

Bacteria Levels 
high

Advised to boil water 
used for consumption Disinfection need of well

Villenova 6/12/1986
Possible Gas well 
contamination 6/12/1986 yes petro,503.1

negative for 
parameters tested inconclusive

No abnormal levels for parameters 
tested

Villenova 6/12/1986

Possible well water 
contamination from 
local gas well drilling 6/30/1986 yes petro,503.1

negative for 
parameters tested inconclusive drilled 60

No abnormal levels for parameters 
tested

Villenova 6/12/1986

Possible well water 
contamination from 
local gas well drilling 6/30/1986 yes petro,503.1

negative for 
parameters tested inconclusive driven 32

No abnormal levels for parameters 
tested

Clymer 7/7/1986

brown color of water 
and particles in it 
since gas well  
fractured on 
adjoining property 7/7/1986 yes

petro, 
purgeable 
aromatics

negative for 
parameters tested inconclusive

No abnormal levels for parameters 
tested

Busti 7/22/1986 Gas in water 7/22/1986 yes petro,503.1
negative for 
parameters tested inconclusive

No abnormal levels for parameters 
tested

Chautauqua 7/24/1986

Water is cloudy and 
dirty.  Drilling rig has 
just pulled out of the 
area earlier 7/24/1986 yes

petro,503.1,b
act

negative for 
parameters tested inconclusive

No abnormal levels for parameters 
tested

Busti 10/6/1986 Gas in water 10/7/1986 yes petro,503.1
negative for 
parameters tested inconclusive

No abnormal levels for parameters 
tested

Busti 1/6/1987
Oily film on water 
and smells like gas 1/13/1987 yes

petro,503.1,b
act

negative for 
parameters tested inconclusive

No abnormal levels for parameters 
tested
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Complaint & Investigation Information Well Information
Township Complaint Date Complaint Investigation Date Water Sampled Analyses Results Conclusion Type Year Drilled Depth Depth to Rock Comments

Chautauqua 1/26/1987
Gas and Oil oder 
and taste 1/28/1987 yes

petro,503.1,b
act

negative for 
parameters tested inconclusive

No abnormal levels for parameters 
tested

Pomfret 1/28/1987

Water tastes like 
salt, smells and 
killed tropical fish 1/28/1987 yes

petro,503.1,b
act

negative for 
parameters tested inconclusive

No abnormal levels for parameters 
tested

Ripley 1/28/1987

Oder in well water, 
possible gas well 
contamination 2/11/1987 yes petro,503.1

negative for 
parameters tested inconclusive

No abnormal levels for parameters 
tested

Ripley 3/30/1987

Fish dying in pond 
possible gas well 
contamination 4/13/1987 yes petro,503.1

negative for 
parameters tested inconclusive

No abnormal levels for parameters 
tested

Harmony 4/17/1987

Suspect brine from 
nearby gas well is 
contaminating their 
well 4/21/1987 yes

petro,503.1,b
act

negative for 
parameters tested inconclusive drilled 9

No abnormal levels for parameters 
tested

Chautauqua 4/23/1987

Rilley water with 
Methane in water.  
Can light faucet with 
match. 4/27/1987 yes

petro,503.1,b
act

negative for 
parameters tested inconclusive drilled 1971 107

No abnormal levels for parameters 
tested

North Harmony 7/23/1987

Strange oder.  
Would like it tested 
for Bacteria, Gas/Oil 
and other chemicals 8/5/1987 yes

petro,503.1,b
act

negative for 
parameters tested inconclusive

No abnormal levels for parameters 
tested

Ellington 8/10/1987

Turbidity in water 
(for 2 weeks) maybe 
due to gas well 
contamination 8/10/1987 yes petro,503.1

negative for 
parameters tested inconclusive

No abnormal levels for parameters 
tested

Sheridan 11/2/1987
Salty taste in well 
water 11/2/1987 yes

Ca, Na, TDS, 
Cl

Ca-170mg/L, Na-
230mg/L inconclusive drilled 36

No abnormal levels for parameters 
tested. Recommeded that 
individuals on low Na diets should 
use caution if drinking water

North Harmony 3/7/1988
Taste and oder of 
gas in well water 12/14/1989 yes

unable to contact 
homeowner No contact with homeowner

Ripley 3/10/1988

Well water yellowish 
in color possible 
contamination from 
local gas well drilling 3/10/1988 yes

petro,503.1,fe
/mn,IOC's

Ba-0.12mg/l,Fe-
0.35mg/l,Mn-
0.06mg/l,Strontium-
0.11mg/l inconclusive

No abnormal levels for parameters 
tested

Ellery 3/22/1988
Water tap gives off 
strong gas smell 4/11/1988 yes petro,503.1

negative for 
parameters tested inconclusive

No abnormal levels for parameters 
tested

Busti 3/23/1988

Gas in water, can 
light faucet with a 
match no inconclusive

Called to set time to investigate, no 
answer

Poland 3/28/1988

Water has slight 
chemical odor and 
taste, possible gas 
well contamination 4/12/1988 yes petro,503.1

negative for 
parameters tested inconclusive

No abnormal levels for parameters 
tested
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Complaint & Investigation Information Well Information
Township Complaint Date Complaint Investigation Date Water Sampled Analyses Results Conclusion Type Year Drilled Depth Depth to Rock Comments

Ripley 4/11/1988
Smell of gas coming 
from faucet 4/11/1988 yes petro,503.1

negative for 
parameters tested inconclusive

No abnormal levels for parameters 
tested

Westfield 6/1/1988

Water tastes very 
salty, killing the 
house plants 6/1/1988 yes

petro,503.1,b
act,TDS, 
Na,Ca,Cl

Ca-77mg/L, Na-
410mg/L inconclusive 80

Na and Ca were higher than 
recommended.  Given info on how 
to treat water 

Ripley 7/29/1988

Possible well water 
contamination form 
local gas well drilling 7/28/1988 yes

Ca, Na, TDS, 
Cl,petro,503.1
,bact,Fe/Mn,b
act

Ba-2.1mg/l,Fe-
0.345mg/l,Mn-
0.05mg/l,Na-
160mg/L,Ca-
64mg/L inconclusive

Also investigated by NYDEC(Allen 
Alexander). TDS slightly over 
recommeded levels, high Na.  No 
direct link in local gas well to 
homeowners well

Harmony 8/23/1989
Gas oder and taste 
from well water no

Needs water 
treatement system

No water test done.Given options 
of idendifying and/or correcting the 
problems such as filtration

North Harmony 5/24/1990
Gas and oil 
complaint 5/24/1990 yes

petro,503.1,fe
/mn, 
Chlorides

negative for 
parameters tested inconclusive

No abnormal levels for parameters 
tested

1/16/2007

Possible Gas well 
contamination in two 
water wells 1/16/2007 yes

TDS, Cl, 
Fe/Mn,503.1

negative for 
parameters tested

No impact from the 
surrounding gas wells 125&77.5 Homeowner has good water quality
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Why shouldn't a l l  wel ls be so cemented? Why only i n  p r i r ~ r y  and pr incipal  
aquifer areas? I f  DEC holds. only to  aquifer areas, the following question 
arises. I f  a well i s  5 f ee t  outside o f  such an aquifer,  i t  doesn't need 
cement? This requirement should reach out beyond the edge o f  an aquifer 
boundary for some given distance, possibly thousands o f  feet.  

Page 9-33. We agree t ha t  there should be minimum standards f o r  p i t  
CCD-311 l iners  associated wi th  gas and a i l  wells. 

This brings t o  an end our point-by-point cocnaent. Items becolw more 
repet i t i ve  as we go f u r t he r  through the document. There are also parts o f  
the document that  are opinion, propaganda. and unrelated t o  the qeeds o f  
Chautauqua County. 

I n  a number o f  instances i n  Chautauqua County, property owners have 
been given d i f f e ren t  responses when ca l l i ng  i n  reports o f  d i f f i cu l t i es .  I n  
the case of Tim Short, tens o f  thousands o f  do l la rs  were spent t ry ing t o  

I 
prove the industry d i d  not  cause h is  problems--the house s t i l l  stands enpty. 
I n  the case o f  Rhodes i n  El l ington, New York, people fm NYSDEC agreed with 
the property owners that  t h e i r  problems were related t o  gas and o i l  d r i l l i n g  
but the State could not t e l l  which well was causing the problem. 

CCD-32 

I These and other people have had problems. NONE OF THESE PEOPLE LEASED 
THEIR LAND FOR GAS AND OIL DRILLING. They received no d i r ec t  benef i t  and 
only very l im i ted i nd i rec t  benef i t .  

Tbvough a n w b r r  o f  l oca l  hearings held 4y NYSDEC, the i-epresentatives 
o f  Chautauqua County have spoken about the innocent t h i r d  party that  i s  damaged 
by the a c t i v i t y  o f  the gas and o i l  industry-- this damage m y  include water 
wells with gas o r  taste. It may mean a bu i ld ing w i t h  gas buildup i n  it. 

The NYSDEC has stated these people can get r e l i e f  i n  the courts by pr iva te  
action. If the State cannot ident i fy  the offending wel l  w i th  a l l  o f  i t s  
s k i l l s  and resources, how can a small hoae owner take on the task? 

These t h i r d  par ty  innocent dmged  people should be protected. They 
deserve r e l i e f  f r oa  the acts o f  the industry. I t  i s  a f a c t  t ha t  people are 
harmed by the actions o f  the industry and there i s  no mechanism i n  the GEIS 
t o  propose a mi t iga t ion o f  t h e i r  problem other than the responses we have 
been given that they may go t o  court w i th  a pr iva te  action. 

CCD -3 1 

CCD-32 

The DEC drilling, casing, and cementing guidelines and aquifer conditions 
which are beine recommended in the GEIS for ado~tion as formal rules and 
regulations arcadequate for meeting the goals stat& by this resolution. 
Because of aeoloaic conditions, the non-aquifer areas do not require the same 
protection & aquifer areas. %he areas'mapped as aquifer Leas actually 
extend a considerable distance beyond the aquifers to include the-adjacent 
environmentally sensitive recharge areas. 

Support for this proposed requirement is noted. 

First, the Department spent significant resources to determine the cause of 
the problems Tim Short and others have had in Levant. Under no 
circumstances were there any preconceived notions that the industry was not 
responsible. The interim report dealt with a number of hypotheses based on 
available data and additional testing. A final report was issued in June of 
1989 which details our findings. 

Second, it is true that the DEC suspects that oil and gas wells are responsible 
for the problems in Ellington, but have been unable to pinpoint the exact well 
or wells responsible. 

Third, the problems of proving a cause and effect relationship are significant 
particular$ when dealhg with improperly constructed water we&. The 
Department has worked under very diicult legal and technical constraints to 
find solutions to these problems. 

Finally, the DEC has explored the need for water testing before any drilling 
in an area, but found the cost/effectiveness of such a program to be 
prohibitive. In fact, such a program could not be established that would 
provide the necessary legal support for a claim. Third party compensation is 
beyond the DECs authority and tbe existing authority under Article 23. 
Complaints are encouraged to both the DEC and the State Attorney 
General's Office. 

mike
Highlight

mike
Highlight

mike
Highlight

mike
Text Box
Attachment E



mike
Text Box
Attachment F









mike
Text Box
Attachment G





jeremy
Text Box
Attachment H 

jeremy
Rectangle

jeremy
Rectangle

jeremy
Rectangle

jeremy
Rectangle

jeremy
Rectangle





mike
Rectangle

mike
Line

mike
Line

mike
Line

mike
Line

mike
Line

mike
Text Box
Attachment I



mike
Text Box
Attachment J


	scan.tif
	scan2.tif
	LevantLeak1.pdf
	GasLeak_032484(1)
	GasLeak_032484(2)
	GasLeak_033184
	GasLeak_050984
	GasLeak_071084
	GasLeak_082484
	GasLeak_090184
	GasLeak_091584
	GasLeak_092084
	GasLeak_86022286
	GasLeak_87030787
	GasLeak_89060189
	GasLeak_89060289


	Attachment A: 


